THE CASA ADVOCATE
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q s you entered the second floor of the Cooke County Courthouse during the

month of December, you were greeted with a host of beautiful Christmas Volume 1, Issue 2

trees decorated by various groups and organizations... one of which was presented Winter 2007
by CASA. The theme for our tree was, “The Hearts and Hands of CASA”. The

hearts were there to symbolize the STAFF:

fragile, vulnerable hearts of the chil-

dren in foster care, whom we lovingly Patricia Doughty

serve. The hands were symbolic of the Case Manager

hands of our remarkable CASA volun-

) Twyla Molsb
teers who reach out to touch the lives wyla Molsbee

Case Manager

of these children every day. The pre-

cious home-made ornaments that deco- Angela Sharp

rated the tree were made by the chil- Volunteer
dren at Muenster Elementary School. Coordinator
Many thanks to those who helped in the idea, design and decorating of this beauti-  v/;cki Robertson
ful tree, and thanks to the Cooke County Courthouse and the Downtown Devel- Executive Director

opment Association for allowing us to display it there.

Volunteer of the Quarter: Dariene Beck

Congratulations to Darlene Beck, CASA’s “Volunteer of the Quarter”! Dar-
lene became a CASA volunteer and took her first case in February 2007. Dur-
ing her interview, she stated, “I believe children are our most precious re-
source...and should be given every opportunity to enjoy the security of home

and the support of community to succeed in their lives”... and she has been
| working toward that objective ever since! Darlene took on a very tough case
and has fought hard, and is still fighting today for her CASA kids. Darlene
and her husband John have three children, and make their home in Gaines-
ville. They invest their time, resources and energy into this city and its peo-
ple. For all that you are, and all that you do, our hats are off to you!
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“The Orphan Train”, coming to Gainesville!

Thanks to the creative mind of Tamara Broyles, CASA of North Texas and The Butterfield Stage
Youth Playhouse are teaming up to present the play, “The Orphan Train”, Friday evening, Feb-
ruary 29th. The play is based on the historical
account of an event
tween 1854 and 1929,

orphans and un-

which took place be-
during which 250,000

wanted children were

placed on trains in New York, and sent throughout the U.S. to find homes. You may not be aware
that actual Orphan Trains came to our county. In light of the fact that actual children from the Or-
phan Train stood in our very own Santa Fe Depot, it seemed appropriate to do something at the De-
pot in conjunction with the play. CASA will be bringing its second annual “Justice is Served” event
at the Depot preceding the production from 6:00pm to 7:15pm. Our Justice is Served ‘celebrity serv-
ers’ will offer a host of fabulous hors d’oeuvres and beverages prepared by our own remarkable ca-
terer, Donna Hertel, then we’re off to the Butterfield. The play will begin at 7:30 sharp at the
Butterfield Stage House, and delicious desserts will be offered there, following the play. Please con-
sider joining CASA and Butterfield for a fun evening. Tickets to the event will be offered to CASA
contributors and then made available to the general public. Space is limited for this event, so please
contact the CASA office at (940) 665-2244 or vrobertson@casant.org if you would like to purchase
tickets.

CASA’'S Annual Campaign 2007

You may have noticed that we send our annual campaign cards featuring wonderful children’s
art around the same time each year. What you may not realize is how very much your dona-
tions to our annual campaign mean for the work we do for Cooke County’s most vulnerable chil-
dren. The cost to provide a CASA Advocate for one child for one year is $1070.00. (This covers the
cost of recruitment, training for new volunteers, in-service training for on-going volunteers, as well
as supervision and support for the volunteers as they advocate for the children.) We serve more
than 100 children each year. When you do the math, we hope you understand why we seek support
from our community.

CASA deeply appreciates each and every donation made, whether large or small, each and
every moment given to help our CASA children. Each gift is invested in the work we do for the
children to assure that they end up in a safe, permanent and loving home. We know that giving is a
sacrifice our donors make for the children, so we work hard to be faithful stewards of all that is
given.

So far, gifts to CASA’s Annual Campaign total more than $10,000.00. Thank you so very
much for taking time and giving of yourselves to benefit CASA’s children.
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From the Director’s Desk;

Another new year, can you believe it? Wasn'’t it just a few months ago that we were all an-
ticipating the beginning of a new millennium? How did it come to be 2008 so quickly?

Recently, I had the pleasure of spending some “auntie” time with my eight year old niece.
Something she said helped to me to remember how children see time. We were talking about her
dog and when its puppies will be born. She said “it’s gonna be a REALLY long time...LIKE THREE
WEEKS!” I had to laugh. For her, three weeks is forever. For me it’s several grant reports and a
visit or two with my CASA kids. I guess the only group of people for which time doesn’t fly is chil-
dren.

Later, as | reflected on our time together, | thought about our CASA kids and how they wait
on the grownups involved in their cases (their parents, caseworkers, CASA volunteers, attorneys,
etc.) to determine their future. (I can assure you that most cases last a good deal longer than
three weeks!) To them, the wait can seem like a lifetime. For some, it is a good portion of their
short lives.

Sometimes it seems as if we (grownups) all are on an ever faster merry go round, hurriedly
going through the routine and urgent things of our lives. It can be difficult to carve out time for
the things that are really important, time spent in communion with our Maker, time for our fami-
lies and others. Because it is so difficult to remember what is important over the urgent, | have to
thank each of you for giving your precious time to benefit our CASA children. Some of you give
one day a month to help with clerical tasks (Thanks A-Team!) Some volunteer to do odd jobs
around the office (thank you Gary Caldwell and Patrick Hermes!) Some help with fundraisers and
have the difficult task of oversight (Thank you CASA Board). Others give financially and take the
time to pray for our little ones. Finally, our Volunteer Advocates have found a way to give pre-
cious hours each month to make a difference in the lives of our county’s most vulnerable children.

For all of you...we know time is a commodity in very short supply...so we say from the
depths of our CASA heart, THANK YOU.

Sincerely,

Vicki Robertson

Director, CASA of North Texas

Upcoming Events

JAN. 22 — New Volunteer Training begins. (For exact times, please contact the office.)
FEB. 29— “The Orphan Train” / Justice is Served, hosted by CASA & The Butterfield Stage.
COMING SOON.....TBA— Board Training / Strategic planning 2008

TBA— “Just Desserts” (uummmm.... Be watching and don’t miss this one!)
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Deanna Atkins, Kay Aldridge, Jim Carter, Pam Cooper, T.J. Eddleman, Rev. John Hare, Donna Hertel, Carolyn
Hendricks, Mary Kaden, The Honorable John Morris, Connie Lloyd, Sheri Raney, The Honorable John Roane, Cindy
Stormer, Carla Waters, Donna Simmons and Rosie White.

VOLUNTEER STATISTICS

CASA volunteers currently serve 42 cases/83 children. Volunteers have served 1120
hours, driven 12,803 miles, attended 130 hours of training and made 1,062 visits so far
this fiscal year (July 07 to present). WOW! Our volunteers are the BEST.

Volunteer Appreciation

On November 29th the staff at CASA hosted a Volunteer
Appreciation Lunch at First Presbyterian Church. Several
volunteers were recognized for having successfully completed
their cases this past year. Congratulations to Angie Gafford,
Wanda Plott, Tom & Jan Thompson, Barb Lovegreen, Frankie
. Saldivar, Gary Caldwell, Teresa Krebs, Stephanie Stoffels, Barb &
7 Chic Koval, Kristi Becker, Cecil Harper and Mary Gill! All vol-

Wanda Plott, Angie Gafford, Darlene unteers were recognized for their hard work and diligent efforts
Beck, & Others @ the Lunch. on behalf of the children of Cooke County.

Take a look at our new website: WWW.CASANT.ORG



